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Asian Pacific Islander youth face many different issues within their daily lives. The Youth Advisory Council (YAC) of API Legal Outreach recognizes that relationship abuse and sexual harassment are very prevalent concerns among their peers.  By learning more about the experiences and knowledgebase of API youth in Oakland/San Francisco, YAC hopes to be better able to educate their peers on these important topics. 





Experiences in Daily Life





API Youth experience different stressors in their personal lives.


37% report that problems with friends or relationships are a major cause of stress.


34% report family problems as a major source of stress.


A larger proportion of female youth report that they experience stress caused by friends and relationships compared to male youth.  





Domestic Violence





Witnessing domestic violence/dating violence is an issue facing API teens.


About 27% of respondents report witnessing a relationship with dating violence within the last year.


Both males and females who witnessed domestic violence among friends, home, or school, had the highest percentage of incidences with friends.


Many API youth are unaware of what domestic violence is. 


About 82% of teens consider physically hitting, slapping, or punching another person to be domestic violence.


Almost 60% do not consider behavior such as degrading someone, calling them names, treating another person like a servant, controlling their behavior, or making threats to get sex  to be abusive. 


Approximately 12% of API teens in the Bay Area do not know what domestic violence is at all.  








Sexual Harassment





Many API teens face sexual harassment in their lives.


Approximately 1 in 3 API teens in the Bay Area have been affected by some form of sexual harassment.


Of those respondents who have experienced sexual harassment, nearly 34% have experienced unwanted touching, and 27.5% have received stares or looks that made them uncomfortable. 


Many API youth are unaware of what constitutes sexual harassment. 


Approximately 48% of teens do not think that requesting sexual favors is sexual harassment.


Approximately 60% of teens do not think that derogatory comments or jokes are considered sexual harassment. 


Only 1 in 2 teens consider sexually explicit gestures as sexual harassment.


More female than male respondents considered each of the above items to constitute sexual harassment.  





Getting Help





Many API youth are unaware of resources to go to if experiencing relationship abuse. 


About 57% of API teens in the Bay Area report that they do not know of any community based organizations where they could seek help regarding domestic violence or dating violence.





  














Source for above items: Asian Pacific Islander Legal Outreach’s Youth Advisory Council, 2007.





For further questions, contact the Youth Advisory Council:


(415)567-6255 (SF)  ·  (510)251-2846 (Oakland)


Email: YAC@apilegaloutreach.org











